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2004 Outstanding Ag in the Classroom Teacher Announced
Sue Zimmerman, Sauk City, recognized for teaching the importance of agriculture
MARCH 15, 2004, MADISON—Susan Zimmerman, a second grade teacher at Spruce Street Elementary School in Sauk City, is the recipient of the first Agriculture in the Classroom Outstanding Teacher Award.

The selection was made by the Wisconsin Agriculture in the Classroom Steering Committee to recognize the top elementary teacher in the state for her achievement and effort in teaching students the importance of agriculture while integrating agricultural concepts into non-agricultural curricula.
Sue receives a plaque and a cash award and will be Wisconsin’s nominee for the National Excellence in Teaching Agriculture Award sponsored by the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the National Agriculture in the Classroom Consortium.

According to Greg Hubanks, Director of Student Services for the Sauk Prairie School District, Zimmerman has specialized in integrating real-life experiences into her curriculum through a series of agriculture-related field trips, hands-on learning experiences, and numerous guest presenters in the classroom.  

“Sue brings a wealth of information to her students on a wide range of topics, including agriculture, in terms of how it affects their lives now and in the future,” Hubanks said in his letter of recommendation for the award.

“Sue is truly deserving of the Agriculture in the Classroom Outstanding Teacher Award,” said Bob Leege, director of the Wisconsin Ag in the Classroom program. “Her enthusiasm for incorporating agricultural topics into so many subject areas is impressive. It is easy to see the excitement she creates among her students as they learn about agriculture’s effect on their lives now and in the future.”

Zimmerman was a 2003 participant in the Wisconsin Agricultural Literacy Conference and has been an enthusiastic supporter of Agriculture in the Classroom.

Zimmerman teaches in a first/second grade looping system in which the children remain together for both years.  Agricultural literacy is a common thread that runs through many curriculum areas during the students’ two years in her classroom. 

The learning experiences Sue incorporates into her teaching include a spring and fall trip to the Wollersheim Winery to observe the changes seen from season to season; planting in the school garden; visiting the Biotechnology Center on the University of Wisconsin campus to provide students with a beginning understanding of genes; visiting a local dairy farm; touring a local cannery to see how food is processed and preserved; and visiting the pioneer farm exhibit at Bethel Horizons near Dodgeville to experience how pioneers may have cooked and preserved their food.   

Each spring, chicks or ducklings are hatched from an incubator in Zimmerman’s classroom so children can observe the miracle of birth. Students annually record their observations of the life cycle of a caterpillar from larva to adult.

To reinforce what her students have learned learn from each activity, Zimmerman uses lessons and classroom activities designed to connect these experiences and build future learning opportunities. 

Other Finalists for the 2004 AITC Outstanding Teacher Award include:

Theresa Caccia, St. Mary’s School, Platteville.  Caccia’s diverse approach to advancing agricultural literacy includes exposing her 4th grade students to conventional and non-conventional forms of agriculture.  Farmer-in-the-classroom presentations and tours of area farms have been a key component of her students’ learning experience.

Peggy Werner, Adams-Friendship Elementary, Friendship.  Werner is a 4th grade teacher who enjoys sharing her love and pride of farming with her students. Her year-round approach to promoting agricultural literacy includes a variety of hands-on  activities to demonstrate turn-of-the-century farming practices and contast them with present-day agriculture.

The Wisconsin Agriculture in the Classroom Outstanding Teacher Award is presented annually to recognize a Wisconsin teacher for their creative efforts to teach students about the importance of agriculture.  
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