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2006 Outstanding Ag in the Classroom Teacher Announced
Carol Patterson, recognized for teaching the importance of agriculture
JANUARY 26, 2006, MADISON—Carol Patterson, a fourth grade teacher at Tower Rock Elementary School in Prairie du Sac, is the recipient of the Wisconsin Agriculture in the Classroom Outstanding Teacher Award.

The selection was made by the Wisconsin Agriculture in the Classroom Program to recognize the top teacher in the state for her achievement and effort in teaching students the importance of agriculture.  

“Carol is truly deserving of the Agriculture in the Classroom Outstanding Teacher Award because of the range of education activities she incorporated into her greenhouse project,” said Darlene Arneson, coordinator of the Wisconsin Ag in the Classroom program. “Carol grew up on a farm and she and her husband operate a dairy farm in Irish Valley.” 

Patterson developed a Budding Blooms Greenhouse project in 2001. The project involves indoor worm bins that decompose organic waste from the school kitchen. Science, Social Studies, Language Arts and Math lessons help the students understand the composting process and the organic matter is later used in an outdoor greenhouse. Plants raised in the greenhouse are sold at a spring plant sale which allows students to learn about business and the math needed to keep legers.
The learning experiences Carol incorporates into her teaching include field trips to Cedar Grove Cheese Factory, Tesch’s Flowerland and to dairy operations. In visiting the different types of agricultural related businesses, the students are aware of the real life skills needed to work in agri-business and they develop an appreciation of the rural setting. Patterson also uses parents, community members, businesses, and high school Advanced Placement Biology students as mentors for her classroom. 

Patterson receives a plaque and a cash award and is Wisconsin’s nominee for the National Excellence in Teaching Agriculture Award sponsored by the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the National Agriculture in the Classroom Consortium.


Patterson was honored as Teacher of the Year by the Sauk Prairie Optimists and is a member of Wisconsin Education Association, Wisconsin State Reading Association, and Viterbo Alumni Association. 
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