2010 AITC Teacher Mini-Grant Recipients

Andrea Waski, Agriculture Education 9-12th, Cambridge High School, Cambridge – Awarded $100 for “Agriculture Board Games” project which would provide funding for a set of agricultural board games that could be used to promote agricultural literacy, critical thinking, and positive social skills.
Glenda Crook – K-2nd and 9-12th Grades – Lodi High School, Lodi – Awarded $100 for “National Agriculture Week Ag Literacy Program”. The project will educate all Lodi K-2 grade students about food products produced in Wisconsin, locally grown agricultural products and what non-food products are that are produced in Wisconsin. The programs will be presented by 9-12 grade agriculture education students during National Agriculture Week.

Jeff Zobeck- 5th Grade- Gresham Community School, Gresham- Awarded $100 for “Adventures in Forestry”. The week-long project will inform students of what forestry is and why it is so important to Wisconsin’s economy. Classroom lessons will utilize an educational workbook and activities, and a field trip to the FFA Forest will conclude the week.

Jodi Haese- 4th Grade- Reedsville Elementary School, Reedsville- Awarded $100 for “Conserving our Land and Water”. Students will understand how land is used for the production of crops and the survival of the persons living on it. They will become aware of activities that took place in history, how disasters could have been prevented, and what they can do to conserve land and water. 

John Johnsen- 4th and 8th Grades- Yorkville Elementary School, Union Grove- Awarded $100 for “Inviting Butterflies to Y.E.S. (Yorkville Elementary School)”. Students in 4th and 8th grades will participate in a hands-on gardening project which will education them in agriculture and environmental awareness. They will plant a perennial garden with butterfly bushes and other habitat. They will learn about life cycles, diversity, interdependence, and ecosystems while developing personal skills such as respect, cooperation, leadership and responsibility.

Kim Houser- K-2 and 9-12th grades- Wisconsin Heights School District, Mazomanie- Awarded $100 for “A Glimpse of Wisconsin’s Diverse Agriculture”. Wisconsin Heights FFA members will be teaching elementary students three very diverse agricultural industries that are important to Wisconsin. The topics taught will include the popcorn industry, dairy industry (focusing on ice cream), and soils and soil horizons. By researching the industries and developing lesson plans, the units will be educational for both the high school students and the younger students they are teaching.

Melanie Lucht- Pre-K – Mattoon Elementary and Antigo Middle School- Awarded $100 for “Healthy Bodies and The World Around Us”. These lessons provide PreK students lessons about how food grows and about keeping their bodies healthy. They will discuss food groups, where food comes from, and ways to keep their bodies healthy.
Robin Booth- 2nd grade- Jefferson Elementary School, Janesville- Awarded $100 for “Recycling More than Paper”. Students will expand their knowledge about recycling to what goes on beyond the recycling bin. They will learn about the red worm habitat and how to recycle their scraps from snack time. They will be setting up and monitoring a classroom worm bin and using the compost in their plant and soils unit.
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