2011 AITC Teacher Mini-Grant Recipients

Andrea Waski, Agriculture Education 9-12th, Brodhead High School, Brodhead – Awarded $100 for “Production Animal Literacy Support” project which helped purchase the Storey’s Guides to Raising Animal books for the department.
Candice Olson –9-12th Grades – Badger High School, Lake Geneva – Awarded $100 for “Going Green through Worming Adventures”. The project will increase student knowledge of sustainable agricultural practices using vermin-composting with worms to show how organic waste can be utilized locally.

Danielle Raether- 1 and 9-12 Grades- School District of Flambeau, Tony- Awarded $100 for “The Flambeau Buddy Program”. The goal of this multi-grade level program is to educate the elementary students about the opportunities and knowledge base regarding agriculture. Books and other resources will be purchased that high school students can use when working with the first graders.
Elaine Huebner- 1st and 2nd Grades- St. Peter Lutheran School, Schofield – Awarded $100 for “We all scream for ice scream”. Through a hands-on experience, students will have a better understanding that ice cream is a product of milk. The grant will help purchase a wooden barrel ice cream maker, ice cream ball maker and other supplies.

Glen Schraufnagel- 8-12th Grade- Thorp High School, Thorp- Awarded $100 for “Vermi-composting”. Thorp will purchase a Worm Factory 360 which is the most efficient system to compost waste. They will purchase 2000 worms and incorporate the system into the 8th and 9th grade courses. 

Isaac Littke- 9th Grade- New Testament Christian Academy, Merrill- Awarded $100 for “Future Growth”.  Students will learn how to grow nutritious food without soil through the use of a hydroponics kit. The grant will help purchase the hydroponics kit and a corn germination display.

Ione Hausler- 7-12th grades- Stevens Point Area Senior High, Stevens Point- Awarded $100 for “Science Extravaganza”. This grant will bring the community together by providing an educational opportunity focusing on science projects. The Ben Franklin, Pj Jacobs and SPASH students in grades 7-12 will be having booths along with other professional organizations at the hands-on Science Exporatorium.

Jan Soyk- Kindergarten – Campbellsport Elementary School, Campbellsport- Awarded $100 for “Dairy Farm Products”. During a week of themed Kindergarten programming focusing on dairy farms, the students will learn about dairy farms and how milk is made into a variety of different products.
Kirstin Thompson- 5th grade- Viking Middle School, Woodville- Awarded $100 for “Rural Life Revisited”. Students will research a rural life skill, conduct interviews of real-life experts in the community, design a three-dimensional model related to the topic, and do a speaking presentation to show others what has been learned.
Keven Busse- 4-12 grades- Omro School District, Omro- Awarded $100 for “Food for America”. High school FFA members will help educate the younger students about agriculture and where their food comes from. They will learn about the Wisconsin dairy industry and food processing by classroom presentations and a farm tour.

Laura Fern- 5th grade- St. Croix Central Middle School, Hammond- Awarded $100 for “Plant Reproduction”. Students will learn how to propagate and replant cuttings taken from host plants from the high school greenhouse. With the help of FFA members, the fifth graders will be able to explore the concepts of plant reproduction and grow plants and a connection to the Horticulture program and plant science industry.

Melinda Goplin- 7-12 grades- Whitehall High School, Whitehall- Awarded $100 for “Agriculture at its Best”. Students create a large, interactive display and presentation boards that can be used during National Agriculture Day. The boards will be used in 30 minute educational presentations about agriculture that will be given to various grade levels.
Rhona Schuebel- PreK-12 grades- Clayton School District, Clayton- Awarded $100 for “Garden on the Go”. Students will use a wagon to build a portable growing station for elementary students. The older students will use the “Got Dirt” presentations and help the younger students plant the seeds and take care of the lettuce, spinach and radishes grown in the project.
Rick Sime- 10-12th grades- Seneca School District, Seneca- Awarded $100 for “Farm to School”. The Farm to School Program provides fresh, locally grown foods to the school lunch program. The students will be growing tomatoes in the school greenhouse for 280 students and staff.

Michelle Meier- 3rd -8th grades- Lodi Middle School, Lodi- Awarded $100 for “Learning about Wisconsin Agriculture”. Students will educated 3rd-6th graders about Wisconsin agriculture products and how it affects their daily lives. Some of the activities will include identifying products that are produced in various geographic regions, locating information about local food fiber and natural resource systems, and identifying the origin of ingredients in pizza, cheeseburgers and sub sandwiches.

Teri Eberhardy- 4K – Merrill Public Schools, Merrill- Awarded $100 for “New Beginnings”. By acquiring an incubator and hatching chicks, the instructor will use teaching opportunities to incorporate other subjects by reading books, using math facts, teaching finger plays, and conducting art projects. 
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