Agri-Social
Studies

Youth Program
Director

Wildlife Biologist

Farm Investment
Manager

Urban Forester

Environmental
Specialist

Trainer

Agricultural Tourism
Host

Greenhouse
Manager

Extension Agent

Golf Course
Superintendent

Agricultural
Educator

Zoo Manager

Pet Store Manager

Legislator

Extension Agent

Safety Inspector

Agricultural
Engineer

4-H Youth Agent

Photographer

Real Estate Broker

Veterinary Assistant

Agri-Social Studies

Incorporating Agriculture

into

Academia

Agriculture is a people business!

If you enjoy working with
people, understanding
our history and how our
nation was founded, and
have a desire to improve
people’s lives, then
agriculture offers many
opportunities for you.

This brochure
showcases careers
relating to history, social
studies, and
relationships, introduces
you to people working in
various careers,
highlights Wisconsin
colleges and technical
schools, and explores
other opportunities that
agriculture has for you.

But I’m not from a farm. ..

A common misconception
is that you must be from a
farm in order to pursue an
agricultural career!

That's not true!

Understanding agriculture
will certainly help you
pursue a career in
agriculture.

It is designed as a guide to
be used along with the
publication “An Agricultural
Career for You” from the
Wisconsin Agribusiness
Council, which showcases
the seven agricultural career
pathways.

Agriculture is a people
business. Your interest in
history, government, and
social studies could be used
while working as a lobbyist

How do you learn about
agriculture if you’re not
from a farm?

e If your school offers
agricultural education
classes take them.

e Getinvolved in FFA
contests that offer you
chances to develop
your human relation
skills.

or even an elected official.

Working with people is critical

' in all the service industries—
| as a government employee,

running for political office, or
working as a staff assistant
will use your interest in
government.

Assisting people with their
concerns, needs, or problems
will be enhanced by your
understanding of human
nature and psychology.

The list is endless of how you
can use your interest in social
studies in agriculture.

Your skills and knowledge
can lead to an exciting career!

e Attend leadership and
citizenship conferences.

e Getajobworkingon a
farm or in a related
interest.



Page 2 What classes should | take?

If you like working with background in human Participating in FFA
people, taking classes relations. leadership activities and trips
from both your social will help you understand

If your school offers
agriculture education, an
introductory class to

studies and agriculture
education department will
prepare you for further

government, the legislative
process, and how to be a
leader in groups and

education. agriculture will help you organizations.
find areas that might be
Classes such as of particular interest.
government, U.S. and Many agricultural
world history, and/or education programs also
geography, psychology, offer specialized courses
and economics will help that you may find
you develop a strong interesting.
Politics and . .
agriculture do go So how do agricultural jobs relate to
ogether . .
Social Studies classes?
| like to
Study Contemporary World Affairs
government Government Classes Understanding issues affecting our
world will be important if you take
Understand You need to understand how foreign trade trips, work with
nderstan government works to be an immigration issues, or serve as a
the political elected official, a staff %u?]:[oms agent.dV;/hhat hal%pens
process assistant to a legislator, or a ia-vvgag/ girr%%rt]impgg’:/%; trc\:gn
lobbyist for an organization. company or business you work for.
Help people
Organize
; Psychology Classes
R U.S. and World
and Geography Classes Understanding people will be helpful if

you want to work in the Peace Corp,
County Extension, Food Assistance
Programs, or counseling farmers.

campaigns

If you work with importing

Make our or exporting, it helps to
know geography and

town, X
where the countries are
county and you're working with!
state a - Economics Classes
better place Global Posmon.mg _ . _ _
) Systems (GPS) will use Understanding how our economic and financial systems
to live your mapping skills. Any work is critical to the stability of the industry. Jobs such
land use planning also will as market analyst, stock brokers, commodity brokers,
Study : ; .
use your geography skills. and buyers for bio-energy facilities need to understand
people the markets’ ups and downs.

Agri-Social Studies
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Amy Sue Vruwink, Wisconsin Legislature

“When | was growing up on a
dairy farm | always had an
interest in history and social
studies,” said Representative
Vruwink. “Also, working at the
state capitol, | have gained a
deep appreciation for the great
history of the state of Wisconsin.”

Representative Vruwink recalls
that in middle and high school she
took classes such as speech,
English, and history.

“Speech classes helped me learn
how to communicate with large
groups of people and helped me
to master the art of public
speaking,” said Representative
Vruwink. “English classes
improved my writing skills and
prepared me for letter writing and
drafting legislation. Finally, history
classes, allowed me to learn

about Wisconsin’s history in agriculture,
progressivism, and forward thinking that
are vital to this state and its people.”

| advise students with an interest in
history and social studies to continue to

take classes and learn as much as
possible about these key subjects.

“An understanding of the history of
Wisconsin, the USA, and the world
allows for enlightened thinking and new
perspectives to view the world,” added
Representative Vruwink. “Learning about
this history is vital to understanding the
future.”

Many jobs and professions exist in which
it is essential to understand history and
social studies and an understanding of
these subject areas simply makes a
person well rounded.

“Agriculture is key. The many economic
booms and busts that the USA has
experienced are often closely tied to
agriculture,” said Representative
Vruwink. “Agriculture is a field rich with
history and would be an excellent field
for any students interested in history and
social studies to be involved in.”

Becky Anding, Wisconsin Farm Bureau

Becky Anding taught high school
agriculture education and is a Dis-
trict Coordinator for Wisconsin Farm
Bureau. Both jobs require the ability
to help organizations with their
meetings, organizational structure,
communications, and activities.

Farm Bureau is active in legislative
affairs and lobbying. Anding’s
classes in social studies enable her
to relate the legislative process to
Farm Bureau members.

“From the history and social studies
classes | took, | have learned the
basic background of society,” said
Anding. “l learned where we have
come from and have developed a
greater appreciation for where we
are going in the future.”

Anding added that growing up on a
Family Century Farm gave her an
appreciation for what history can
teach us.

“It made it a very real topic for me—in
my job, it is important to know the his-
tory behind the industry, which in my
case is agriculture,” said Anding. “The
agriculture industry is the largest indus-
try in the world. One out of every five
people will work for some aspect re-
lated to the agriculture industry. It is
where our basic needs for survival—

food, clothing, and shelter—are created
and provided to us.”

The social studies aspect comes into
play when working with and communi-
cating with people.

“Having good communication skills is
not always a learned trait—sometimes it
just comes naturally but learning to
communicate more effectively allows for
less miscommunication and more coop-
eration with all people involved,” said
Anding.

Anding’s work with both high school
students and adult volunteer leaders
allows her to help them organize meet-
ings, plan agendas, carry out program
of activities, and recruit volunteers. The
ability to communicate the goals and
mission of the organizations relates
back to her understanding of how peo-
ple function and react to each other.




After You Graduate
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® | Technical College
= | University Coliege
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X Nicolet Area, Rhinelander
Wisconsin Indianhead, Shell Lake 800-544-3039 www.nicoletcollege.edu
800-243-WITC www.witc.edu
UW River Fall .
er rails Northcentral, Wausau
715-425-3500 www.uwrf.edu ® 715-675-3331 www.ntc.edu
|| Chippewa Valley, Eau Claire
715-833-6200 www.cvtc.edu UW Stevens Point
715-346-0123 www.uwsp.edu
. Northeast Wisconsin, Green Bay
800-422-6982 www.nwtc.edu ®
@
5 o . " Fox Valley, Appleton
Mid-State, Wisconsin Rapids 735,
888-575-MSTC www.mstc.edu Gl 3882.“ wefbtcd
Western, LaCrosse Lakeshore, Cleveland ‘
800-322-9982 www.westerntc.edu 888-468-6582 www.gotoltc.com
o Moraine Park, Fond du Lac
800-472-4554 www.morainepark.edu

@
Diesel Truck Driving, Sun Prairie

Milwaukee Area, Milwaukee
800-332-7364 www.truck-sc%l.com 414-297-6282 atcedi

Madison Area, Madison .
] 608-246-6100 www.matcmadison.edu .. . . _ = &
— ® Waukesha County, Pewaukee
UW Platteville = 800-INF-WCTC www.wctc.edu
800-362-5515 www.uwplatt.edu UW Madison PY
S t Wi in, Fennimore 608-263-2400 www.wisc.edu
800-362-3322 www.swic.edu UW Madison Farm Short Course
[ ] 608-263-2400 www.wisc.edu
Gateway, Kenosha
Blackhawk, Janesville 800-247-7122 www.gtc.edu
608-757-7710 www.blackhawk.edu ®

"Incorporating Agriculture into Academia” is a project coordinated by the Wisconsin Farm
Bureau— Ag in the Classroom Program and the Wisconsin Agribusiness Council. The project
was funded with a USDA Ag in the Classroom Enrichment Grant. To learn more about these
programs, visit their websites—

WISCONSIN
) - /V.\
Agriculture
0 \g in the W
=\/= Classroom
S e . USDA
AGRIBUSINESS e
COUNCIL
www.wisagclassroom.org www.wisagri.com www.agclassroom.org
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