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Activity Length:

Where do you work?- 30 minutes

A Day in the Life of a Pork Farmer – 30 minutes
I’m not a swine farmer…- 30 minutes

Pork Math Lesson – 30 minutes
Student Objectives:
· Students will survey classmates on the jobs that their parents do

· Students will identify the various jobs performed by a pork farmer

· Students will connect the jobs of their parents to the pork farmer jobs

Wisconsin Model Academic Standards:

	English
	A.4.1
	A.4.2
	A.4.3
	A.4.4
	C.4.1
	C.4.2
	C.4.3
	D.4.1

	Math
	A.4.3
	A.4.4
	A.4.5
	B.4.2
	B.4.3
	B.4.5
	B.4.7

	Science
	G.4.1

	Social Studies
	A.4.7
	E.4.2
	E.4.4
	E.412


Introduction: Porkchop’s Pork Fast Facts
Important Terms:

· By-product: A secondary product left from the production of a primary commodity
· Sows: mother pigs

· Farrowing barn: the barn where a sow will give birth to the piglets

Materials for this activity:
· A Day in the Life of a Pork Farmer
· Pork Careers Survey Sheet

Lesson Outline:
Where do you work?
As a class, conduct a survey of students to determine the various jobs held by their parents. This activity may be a larger scale activity to include writing the survey or just walking to other classes and asking by a show of hands.  

1. Discuss what a job or career is. If students are unfamiliar with their parent’s occupation, have an assignment that they ask their parents what their job is. If a student’s parent in without a job, they can discuss what job they would like to have.
2. Using the Pork Careers Survey Sheets, assign students to survey their classmates to determine the places that their parents work.

3. As a class, create a chart displaying the jobs that parents hold. 
4. Discuss the various jobs that their parents have and the groups of people that they work with.

A Day in the Life of a Pork Farmer  
Students will read and determine the jobs that it takes to be a pork farmer and discuss the importance of each role.
1. As a class or individually, review A Day in the Life of a Pork Farmer to identify the jobs that the pork farmer must complete.
2. Discuss the different roles that the pork farmer must have.  Do they change from day to day?  Is there one day where they do only one job? Which jobs aren’t done each day?  Why is this?   

I’m not a swine farmer…
Students will compare the jobs held by their parents to the jobs done daily by the pork farmer and notice the differences and similarities. 
1. Using the information collected from classmates on the Pork Career Survey Sheets, have students begin to review the data.
2. Using that list and the A Day in the Life of a Pork Farmer handout, compare the different roles.  
3. Some jobs may need to be generalized to include more jobs from both  lists (ex. Grocery store worker=any retail)
4. What jobs were similar? What technology and equipment do the various jobs need or use? Why is it that the pork farmer needs to do all these jobs?  What jobs was a pork farmer not performing that parents did?  Why is that?

Pork Math Lesson

1. Distribute Pork Math Worksheet as a classroom activity or homework assignment

Suggested Reading Materials:

· Life on a Pig Farm. By Judy Wolfman, Carolrhoda Books, 1998
Additional Worksheets:
· Careers Guide related to pork
· Ag Statistics Lesson Plan related to pork
Related activities:

· Invite community members that work in the pork industry to speak to the class
· Take a field trip to a hog farm or pork related industry or business

· For “Take Your Child to Work Day” or other job shadowing opportunities, encourage students to work with people working in the pork industry
· Visit Pork 4 Kids (http://www.pork4kids.com/AskAFarmer.aspx) and look at the Ask a Farmer section  
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