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Activity Length:

Statistics Worksheet – 60 minutes

Student Objectives:
1.  Students will become familiar with the production levels, economic impact and diversity of commodities raised or grown in Wisconsin

2.  Students will demonstrate graphing skills

Wisconsin Model Academic Standards:

	English
	A.4.4
	C.4.3
	E.4.1

	Math
	E.4.1
	E.4.2
	E.4.3
	E.4.4
	E.4.5

	Science
	A.4.3
	C.4.3
	C.4.7

	Social Studies
	A.4.5
	A.4.7


Additional Information available at:
Wisconsin Agricultural Statistics (http://www.nass.usda.gov/wi/)
National Agricultural Statistics (http://www.nass.usda.gov/)
Important Terms:
· Data: Collection of facts, observations or measurements.

· Chart: A graph that contains information.

· Statistician: A person who studies statistics and math.

· Survey: A poll or series of questions that helps collect data.

Materials for this activity:
· Computer – internet access

· Graphing paper

Related activities:

· Additional lesson plans (Agriculture Counts) - (www.nass.usda.gov) – Click on Education and Outreach and scroll down to Education Corner.
· NASS Kids- Agriculture and Math Fun  (www.nass.usda.gov) Click on Education and Outreach and scroll down to NASS Kids.


Using the website for Wisconsin Agricultural Statistics (http://www.nass.usda.gov/wi/). Using the drop down box at Wisconsin publications, select “Annual Statistical Bulletin” and access the “… By State, County” page to find the following information:

Select a Wisconsin Commodity you’d like to research: _____________________________

1.  Using the “Production by County” map, what are the top five commodity producing counties in Wisconsin?  


1st – 


2nd – 


3rd – 


4th – 


5th – 

2.  How many units (i.e. bushels, pounds) were produced in each of the top three counties?

Top County:


Second County:


Third County:

4.  Using the graph:

a.  What is the label for the vertical axis?


b.  What information is given across the bottom of the graph?


c.  What year was production the highest?  Approximately what was production?


d.  If the year you were born is on the graph, what was the production that year?

5.  Find your county and give the following (if your county does not give information, choose another county):


a.  What two years are being reported?


b.  Which year had the highest yield per acre?  What was that yield?


c.  What was the difference in production between the two years?


d.  What district of the state is your county located in?

6.  Choose three counties (including your own) and create a graph comparing the production in the last year for each county.  Which was the highest?  Which was the lowest?  What was the difference?

 


This example uses corn as the commodity. The information is from the 2006 Agricultural Statistics
1.  Using the “Production by County” map, what are the top five commodity producing counties in Wisconsin?  





Dane, Rock, Dodge, Grant  and Columbia

2.  How many units were produced most recently in each of the top three counties?

Top County: Dane-27,050,000 bushels

Second County: Rock-22,200,000 bushels

Third County: Dodge-21,610,000 bushels
4.  Using the graph:


a.  What is the label for the vertical axis?




Million Bushels

b.  What information is given across the bottom of the graph?




Year

c.  What year was production the highest?  Approximately what was production?




2005 


     429 Million bushels

d.  If the year you were born is on the graph, what was the production that year?




1996-325 Million bushels
5.  Find your county and give the following (if your county does not give information, choose another county):  (answers are given for Barron County)

a.  What two years are being reported?




2004 and 2005

b.  Which year had the highest yield per acre?  What was that yield?




2005




123 Bushels per acre

c.  What was the difference in production between the two years?




100,000 Bushels

d.  What district of the state is your county located in?




North West
6.  Choose three counties (including your own) and create a graph comparing the production in the last year for each county.  Which was the highest?  Which was the lowest?  What was the difference?



Chart will vary depending on which counties were chosen
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ANSWER KEY





STUDENT’S NAME:








