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FUN FACES OF WISCONSIN AGRICULTURE


BERRY BUNCH’S STRAWBERRY FAST FACTS (8/2011)


�





Production Information


Commercial strawberries are the cross of two wild American strawberries. They are a cool-weather crop and sensitive to photo-period. The length and amount of daylight determines the plants ability to blossom and to produce runners. They will grow in a wide variety of soil types. Sandy soils do provide good water drainage which is important because strawberries don’t tolerate wet conditions. They also require full sunlight. 





In Wisconsin, spring planting is the best. Plants should be put into rows about 2 feet wide with a 4 foot aisle between each row of plants. Plants are placed 6-10 inches apart. Mulching the aisles will reduce weed growth and help maintain moisture. Strawberry growth comes from the crown (the top) of the plant. Strawberry crowns are perennial (live more than 2 years) but the roots are annual. Each year the strawberry plant sends out new roots from the crown. Older plants need to have soil added around them as the roots get higher and higher on the crown. Plants spread by runners or stolons.





The first year the plant should use all of its energy for plant growth- so blossoms should be picked off. Mulch the plants after the first hard frost to protect the plant. In the spring, the bees will spread the pollen from flower to flower. It will take about 30-45 days from flowering until the fruit are ready to be harvested.





Wisconsin Production


In 2006, Wisconsin produced 47,000 pounds of strawberries harvested from 770 acres. There were 870 acres planted. Yield per acre was 61 hundredweight. California is the leading producer.  





In central and southern Wisconsin, June bearing strawberries are usually ripe between June 1 and July 10. In northern Wisconsin, they are ready June 20 to July 15. A listing of berry growers can be found at www.wiberries.org. 








Career Information


Producers will grow and harvest the berries. They may operate “pick your own” markets or they will harvest the crop and sell it to stores and markets. Plant breeders help develop hybrids that will bear good berries. Crop scouts will help producers with pest and weed control and proper fertilization. Careers in the food industry include developing new uses for berries, processing them, and packaging and marketing them to consumers.





Other Information


Junebearers are the most productive type of strawberry and the best for home gardens. They will produce fruit before the dry part of the summer. Everbearers will produce two crops of strawberries – one in the summer and one in the fall. The fall crop is usually better than the summer crop.





Strawberries are a member of the rose family. The flavor of a strawberry is influenced by weather, the variety and state of ripeness when harvested. When you pick strawberries, you should pinch the stem between your thumb and forefinger and pull with a twisting motion leaving the stem on the fruit. Don’t wash strawberries until you are ready to eat them. 94% of the households in the United States consume strawberries and they are grown in every state.





Trivia


There are 200 seeds in a strawberry.


The average consumption of strawberries is 4.85 pounds.


The strawberry is the only fruit with the seeds on the outside of the fruit.


One cup of strawberries is only 55 calories.








