[image: image1.jpg]



Activity Length:

How does a flower become a fruit? – 30 minutes

The Flower as an Art Form – 20 minutes for lesson, art activity will vary in length

Berry Math Lesson – 30 minutes

Student Objectives:
1. Students will understand the parts of a flower and how fruit is formed

2. Students will discover the parts of a real flower through dissection

3. Students will create their own picture of a flower and draw the steps it goes through to reach fruit formation

Wisconsin Model Academic Standards:

	English
	A.4.1

	Math
	A.4.1
	B.4.1
	B.4.5

	Science
	A.4.5
	B.4.3
	B.4.1
	C.4.1
	A.4.2
	A.4.1


Introduction: Berry Bunch’s Strawberry Fast Facts


Important Terms:

· Stamen- male part of the flower
· Pistil- female part of the flower. Consists of the stigma, style, ovary and ovule.
· Pollination- Transfer of pollen from the stamen to the stigma.

· Runners- A creeping stem that roots at intervals along its length

· Crown- Thick area in the center of the plant

· Junebearers- A strawberry plant that only fruits once during the season – usually in early summer

· Everbearers- A strawberry plant that bears fruit twice during one season- usually in the spring and later in the fall

· Perennial- A plant that lives for two years or more

· Annual- A plant that lives for only one year

Materials for this activity:
· Flowers (Sweet peas work well or any flower that has parts that are easily identified)

· Stick pins to dissect the flowers with

· Flower diagram
· Strawberries, raspberries and apples


· Poster board or large paper

· Markers, paints, cotton balls, yarn or other materials to create the Art Show displays

· About The Strawberry and About The Strawberry Plant  handouts from the Wisconsin Berry Grower’s Association (www.wiberries.org)
· Let’s Grow Strawberries handout

Lesson Outline:
How does a flower become a fruit?
Students will learn the parts of a flower and the process of a flower becoming a fruit.
1. Using the Flower Parts Diagram, introduce the terms that are found on a flower.

2. Refer to information about strawberry growth found on the Wisconsin Berry Grower’s Association (www.wiberries.org)
3. Talk about the transfer of pollen and the role of the pistil and stamen.
4. Observe strawberries, raspberries and apples- looking at the exterior and then cutting them open and looking inside. Take responses for different types of seeds in fruits (strawberries—lots on the outside, raspberries—lots in the middle, apples—some on the very inside of the fruit).
5. Print copies and review About The Strawberry and About The Strawberry Plant from the Wisconsin Berry Grower’s Association website.
6. Discuss how the seeds form from the flower into the fruit.
7. Complete the handout Let’s Grow Strawberries!
The Flower as an Art Form
Utilizing real flowers and stick pins, students will be allowed to take apart flowers to see what the inside parts look like.
1. Before this activity, be sure to instruct students on the importance of safety and the proper use of the pins.  Their desk/table is about to become a science lab and science labs have strict safety rules.  Distribute one sweet pea flower (or other flower) and one stick pin to each student.  
2. As a class, carefully remove the various parts of the flower and take time to inspect each part and review the role that it serves in the flower as it is discovered. Some flowers may be easier to see parts of than others, so encourage students to share what they find with their neighbors and partners.

3. As you finish this activity, be sure that you have identified all parts and answered any questions before moving on to the last activity.
4. Distribute one large piece of paper to each student and give them instructions create a poster identifying flower parts and describing pollination.
5. Be sure that they include all the parts of the flower.  Have sand, cotton balls, yarn… available for them to include for pollen or to decorate the petals of their flower.
6. Hold an art show where they can view other student’s projects.

Berry Math Lesson

1. Distribute Berry Math Worksheet as a classroom activity or homework assignment

Additional Worksheets:
· Careers Guide related to strawberries
· Ag Statistics Lesson Plan related to strawberries
Related activities:

· Encourage students to explore further the different types of seeds that can be found and to create a poster of the different types of fruits.

· If the lesson is taught in the spring, encourage the students to plant several strawberry plants at home in their garden, pot or in a raised bed. Refer to Wisconsin Berry Grower’s Association (www.wiberries.org) and click on Strawberry Activities. 
· Strawberry Word Find found on Wisconsin Berry Grower’s Association website (www.wiberries.org)
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