The Super Soybean- How do they grow?

In the Midwest, fields are usually ready for planting in mid- _______ to early- _________.              
Soybeans are planted with a planter that digs long ______ or troughs. The rows are 1 – 1 ½” 

deep and about ____ inches apart. The seed beans are planted one at a time about ____” 

apart. Four to seven days after planting, the soybean seed grows a tail-like root called a 

_______________ . Little hair-like _______ will spread from it. The radicle becomes a taproot

Which can reach ____ to eight feet long! On top of the soil, the radicle starts to grow, a 

__________, a stem and little round leaf, pop through the ground. The soybean plant has

trifoliate or _______ leaves. During the hot summer, the plant may grow one _______ per

day. Small, _____or purple colored flowers appear by mid- to late summer. The plant will grow 

up to three ______ tall. The flowers will form small _______ of soybeans. By early autumn, 

the stems, leaves and pods become covered with _______ or gray hair. Each _____ will 

have two, ______, or occasionally four beans. The soybeans will vary in color and can also 
be two-colored, usually green or yellow. Some soybeans are brindled, meaning they are 

__________ or spotted brown and black. All soybeans have a ___________ which is a scar

left from the place the bean was attached to the _________. Farmers may use a machine 

called a _________________, a chisel-tooth implement used to uproot weeds in the rows.

By mid-August or early autumn, the soybeans have ripened and will turn yellow, russet or brown in 

_________. The moisture content is about ________ percent. Farmers use ____________ to 

harvest the soybeans. The machine will pop open the pod, keep the ________ and discard 

the pods, _____ and leaves. The soybeans are then trucked to a nearby storage bin, grain

elevator or processing plant.
Use the following words or numbers to fill in the blanks. They will all be used!





four		May 		30		pods 		three		inch 		13		


stems 		2		striped	3		soybeans	brown		pod		


hilum		June		rows		pod		roots		feet		color		


cultivator	radicle		cotyledon	white		combines








