
     
 

Meet the author- Cris Peterson  Source: Boyds Mill Press website 

Since 1989, Cris Peterson has been writing Huckleberry Bookshelf, a weekly children's book 
review as well as a family literacy column that is nationally syndicated with Universal Press 
Syndicate. It appears in papers nationwide, including the St. Paul Pioneer Press, the Dallas 
Morning News, the Milwaukee Journal and the Omaha World-Herald.  

She is the author of several children's books and was named 2004 National Dairy Woman of the 
Year at the World Dairy Expo to honor her writing and her leadership in the agricultural 
business. A native of Minneapolis, she is a University of Minnesota honors graduate with a BS 
in history and geography. 

Familiar with the harried and hectic schedule of a working parent, Cris focuses most of her time, 
energy, and writing on kids, cows, and history. She is a full-time dairy farmer with her husband, 
Gary. They farm three hundred acres in Grantsburg, Wisconsin, milk 50 cows twice daily, and 
keep busy with their three children. Cris often contributes material to Highlights for Children. Her 
first story published in the magazine received the Pewter Plate Award for author of the month in 
October 1989. She has also written articles and features for various magazines and 
newspapers, including Cricket, the Atlanta Constitution, the Chicago Tribune, the Milwaukee 
Journal, the Des Moines Register and Country Today.  

A frequent speaker about writing, reading, history and farming, Cris has written Extra Cheese, 
Please! a book that features photographs of the Peterson's own dairy operation and tells the 
story of cheese's journey from cow to pizza. Harvest Year is the title of her second photo essay. 

To learn more about other Wisconsin dairy farmers, visit the following websites: 
 www.dairydoingmore.org – click on “farm families” 
 www.farmersfeedus.com – click on “our farm families” and then “Wisconsin” 

 
Darlene Arneson, Coordinator      
Wisconsin Farm Bureau- Ag in the Classroom   
PO Box 5550, Madison, WI 53705  608.828.5719 
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www.wisagclassroom.org 

Clarabelle- Making Milk and 
So Much More 

The Wisconsin Farm Bureau Foundation and Ag in the 
Classroom Program presents a companion lesson and 
activity booklet for the 2011 Book of the Year. Order 
forms for the book can be found by visiting 
www.wisagclassroom.org.  



Answer Key and Wisconsin Model Academic Standards for 4th grade students 
 
Glossary Word Matching Exercise 
Answers: 1B, 2I, 3F, 4E, 5J, 6O, 7K, 8A, 9P, 10D, 11N, 12G, 13M, 14L, 15C, 16H 
 

Science C.4.1 F.4.1 F..2 F.4.3 G.4.3 G.4.4 G.4.5 H.4.1 H.4.3 
Social 
Studies 

B.4.8  

English A.4.1 A.4.2 A.4.4 C.4.2 D.4.1 
 
Crossword Puzzle 
Answers: Across- 3-butterfat; 5-alfalfa; 6- cud; 8- silage; 10- protein; 11- stalls. Down- 1- 
fertilizer; 2- manger; 3- bacteria; 4- firstmilk; 7- manure; 9- methane 
 

Science C.4.1 F.4.1 F..2 F.4.3 G.4.3 G.4.4 G.4.5 H.4.1 H.4.3 
Social 
Studies 

B.4.8  

English A.4.1 A.4.2 A.4.4 C.4.2 D.4.1 
 
Cryptogram 
Answers: The system is called an anaerobic digester- a fancy name for a group of separators, 
tanks, and converters in which microscopic bacteria eat cow manure and in the process create 
methane which is a flammable gas that is used to power a generator. 
 

Science C.4.1 F.4.1 F..2 F.4.3 G.4.3 G.4.4 G.4.5 H.4.1 H.4.3 
Social 
Studies 

B.4.8  

English A.4.1 A.4.2 A.4.4 C.4.2 D.4.1 
 
 
Discussion Points 

Science C.4.1 B.4.1 C.4.2 C.4.8 F.4.1 G.4.1 G.4.3 G.4.5 H.4.1 H.4.2 
 H.4.3 
Social 
Studies 

B.4.8 D4.3 D4.4 

English A.4.1 A.4.2 A.4.4 B.4.1 B.4.2 B.4.3 C.4.1 C.4.2 C.4.3 D.4.1 
 
 
Word Search 

English A.4.4 B.4.3 
 
Homemade butter 

Science A.4.1 A.4.5 D.4.5 
English A.4.4 F.4.1 

 
 
 
 


