
 
 
 

 
 

 

FUN FACES OF WISCONSIN AGRICULTURE 
STEPS IN CHERRY FORMATION AND HARVEST 

 
Summer—bees visit the 
blossoms and pollinate 
them so the flowers can 

turn into fruit 
 

 
Late June—the cherry 

remains green, and with 
rain begins to show 

reddish color 

 
Early spring—buds on 
the cherry trees swell 

and turn green 
 

 
July—machines remove 

the pits from cherries and 
they are canned or 

frozen within two days or 
harvest 

 

 
July—cherries ripen 

completely to a rich red 
color 

 

 
July—to harvest cherries, 

machines with upside-
down umbrellas shake 
the cherries off the tree 

into a tarp 
 

 
Winter—nutrients are 

stored in the roots of the 
cherry trees during the 

cold weather. 
 

 
July—the cherries are 
transferred to tanks of 

cold water and sorted by 
size. 

 

 
The rest of the year—

cherries are available for 
you to buy in the store 

year round! 
 

 
May—the buds blossom 

into white cherry blossom 
flowers 

 

 
Winter—farmers cut off 
weak branches to keep 

the tree strong and 
produce more berries 

 

 
Summer—the petals fall 
off and leave behind the 
green bud that will ripen 

into a cherry 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Timeline Order 
 

 Winter—nutrients are stored in the roots of the cherry trees during the cold 
weather. 

 
 Winter—farmers cut off weak branches to keep the tree strong and 

produce more berries 
 

 Early spring—buds on the cherry trees swell and turn green 
 

 May—the buds blossom into white cherry blossom flowers 
 

 Summer—bees visit the blossoms and pollinate them so the flowers can 
turn into fruit 

 
 Summer—the petals fall off and leave behind the green bud that will ripen 

into a cherry 
 

 Late June—the cherry remains green, and with rain begins to show 
reddish color 

 
 July—cherries ripen completely to a rich red color 

 
 July—to harvest cherries, machines with upside-down umbrellas shake 

the cherries off the tree into a tarp 
 

 July—the cherries are transferred to tanks of cold water and sorted by 
size. 

 
 July—machines remove the pits from cherries and they are canned or 

frozen within two days or harvest 
 

 The rest of the year—cherries are available for you to buy in the store 
year round! 


