
The value of attending the National Ag in the Classroom Conference 
 

The National Ag in the Classroom Conference is an opportunity for volunteers, teachers and staff involved 
in agricultural literacy to really learn about new resources, share ideas and experiences, and network with 
others involved in agricultural education. The conference location rotates between the four regions in the 
National Ag in the Classroom consortium. The 2018 National Conference will be in Portland, Maine on 
June 26-29, 2018.  
 
The conference offers a variety of workshops, mini-workshops and traveling workshops for participants to 
attend. The topics vary from commodity education to teaching techniques to subject oriented options. The 
workshops are offered several times during the conference. The Traveling workshops (or tours) offered by 
the conference offer participants an opportunity to learn about production agriculture, agri-businesses, 
food systems, the green industry, and other aspects of agriculture. The tours will vary from location to 
location which offers unique opportunities to learn about agriculture in that region. Other experiences at 
the conference will be great speakers, luncheons in which Outstanding Teachers and Grant recipients are 
recognized, an exhibit area and other informal social activities. There are so many ways for people to 
network and share ideas at the conference. 
 
I have found that each of the conferences I’ve attended have really helped me learn a great deal, built my 
enthusiasm, expanded my network of partners, and helped me set goals for our state program. It is 
amazing the difference in programming across the country, resources that are available, how AITC local 
programs connect with schools, partnerships that have developed, and activities conducted on state and 
local levels.  
 
I hope that teachers, staff working in agricultural or commodity education, and volunteers involved in Ag in 
the Classroom will consider the opportunity to attend and that other groups, organizations and businesses 
in their area will support their efforts. The cost to attend the conference includes registration fees, hotel 
rooms and travel expenses. Any assistance to help offset these costs would be greatly appreciated.  
 
There are various scholarships and funds available to both teachers and volunteers which help offset the 
cost.  

• Teachers and Volunteers: AFBFA White Reinhardt Funds: Provide travel expense funds to 
educators employed by a school system or to active ag literacy volunteers to attend the national 
conference. From attending this conference, the educator or volunteer will be able to use the 
information gained to expand their outreach to students regarding food, fiber, shelter and 
renewable fuels. Educators employed by a school system and working in grades K-12 who have 
demonstrated involvement in agricultural literacy programs are eligible to apply for the scholarship. 
OR Active volunteer educators who have demonstrated involvement in agricultural literacy 
programs through formal classroom and informal learning settings. Due October 15. 
http://www.agfoundation.org/projects/ag-scholarships  

• Watch the National Ag in the Classroom website for more scholarships and grants! 
 
I encourage you to visit www.agclassroom.org to learn more about the conference. Please contact me if 
you have additional questions. I can be reached at 608-828-5644 or darneson @wfbf.com. 
 
Thank you!  
Darlene Arneson, Wisconsin Ag in the Classroom Coordinator 
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