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Just the facts! 
Directions: Using the information found throughout the publication, fill in the 
blanks with the correct answer. 
 

1. How many county Farm Bureaus are there? ____________________ 

2. Who is the current Wisconsin Secretary of Agriculture? 

____________________ 

3. A cash receipt is defined as: 

 

 

4. There are ______ colonies of bees statewide amounted to a product value of 

$6.3 ____.  

5. There are ____________________ million cows in Wisconsin. 

6. Wisconsin produces ____________________% of the nation’s specialty 

cheese and ____________________% of the nation’s total cheese. 

7. Wisconsin has __________ female farmer/producers making up ___% of all 

producers within the state.  

8. Farm Wisconsin Discovery Center is located in ___________________, WI. 

9. About ____% of Wisconsin’s annual soybean harvest is exported 

internationally. 

10. A specialty crop is defined by law as:  

 

 

 

11. There are over ______________ known types of edible mushrooms! 

12. The Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer 

Protection receives how many inquiries and written complaints from Wisconsin 

consumers?  _______ 

13. What products does the Joe and Liz Henry farm operation produce? 

a. J.Henry & Sons produces _______________________  

b. Henry Farms produces/raises _________________________ 



What’s Growing in Wisconsin? 
 
Using the information on pages 12-13, rank the commodities from 1-10 based 
on cash receipts, and write something you learned about that commodity.  
 

Ranking Commodity Fact I learned! 

 
1 
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Text Tagging  
Growing Wisconsin – Pages 30-31 

Soybeans Bound for Abroad 
 

1. Introduce the article to students and preview it with them to build on prior knowledge. 
 

2. Present tagging symbols to students by giving them a handout or sharing on the 
board. Use these text tagging symbols: 

 

• !     I knew this 

• +   This is new 

• ?   I am confused 

• ☺  This is interesting  

 
3. Hand out stick notes or sticky arrows to the students and explain how to tag the text 

while ready.  Model how to place a sticky note, arrow on information relating to the 
text.  If using a copy of the text, have students simply write on their copy. To enhance 
thinking, have students analyze why they marked that particular part of the text.   
 

4. Have student work alone or in pairs and tag the text while reading. 
 

5. Engage in class discussion about how students tagged the text.  Or, working in small 
groups, have students compare their tags and discuss their answers. 
 

6. Analyze the effectiveness of the strategy by asking students how the text tagging 
help them understand the article.  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



!    I knew this 
+   This is new 

?   I am confused 
☺  This is interesting 

 

!    I knew this 
+   This is new 

?   I am confused 
☺  This is interesting 

 

!    I knew this 
+   This is new 

?   I am confused 
☺  This is interesting 

!    I knew this 
+   This is new 

?   I am confused 
☺  This is interesting 

!    I knew this 
+   This is new 

?   I am confused 
☺  This is interesting 

!    I knew this 
+   This is new 

?   I am confused 
☺  This is interesting 

!    I knew this 
+   This is new 

?   I am confused 
☺  This is interesting 

!    I knew this 
+   This is new 

?   I am confused 
☺  This is interesting 

!    I knew this 
+   This is new 

?   I am confused 
☺  This is interesting 

!    I knew this 
+   This is new 

?   I am confused 
☺  This is interesting 

!    I knew this 
+   This is new 

?   I am confused 
☺  This is interesting 

!    I knew this 
+   This is new 

?   I am confused 
☺  This is interesting 

 



Wisconsin Agriculture 
Using all pages of the Growing Wisconsin magazine identify key terms and 
phrases that identify or make up Wisconsin’s agriculture industry for each letter 
of the alphabet. 
 

A N 
B O 
C P 
D Q 
E R 
F S 
G T 
H U 
I V 

J W 
K X 

L Y 
M Z 

 



Traveling Around Wisconsin Map Exercise 

We have met a lot of farmers, agri-businesses, and saw names of many places in 
Wisconsin in this issue.  
 
With a road map (a paper one- not on the computer!), use the legend to find the cities, 
villages and towns that we saw in the issue. Identify what county they are found in and write 
the number or name of the town on the map on the next page. 
 

• Madison 

• Wisconsin Rapids 

• Appleton 

• Baraboo 

• Chippewa Falls 

• West Allis 

• Stone Lake 

• Burlington 

• Cedarburg 

• Ellsworth 

• Little Chute 

• Osceola 

• Sun Prairie 

• Seymour 

• River Falls 

• Minocqua 

• Pardeeville 

• Warrens 

• Bayfield 

• Manitowoc 

• Baraboo 

• Mondovi 

• Cochrane 

• Athens 

• Mount Horeb 

• Milwaukee 

• Platteville 

• Spring Green 

• Ellsworth 

• Shullsburg 

• Dane 



 

 

 

 

 



Discussion Topic: Careers in agriculture 

Using one of the websites of the high education institutions advertising in 

this issue (Southwest Tech, Wisconsin Technical Colleges, University of 

Wisconsin-Platteville, or the School of Veterinary Medicine at University 

of Wisconsin-Madison), to see what programs or majors they have to 

offer. 

Answer the following questions or discuss them in a group/class: 

1. Name of major or career area: 

 

2. What high school classes should you take to better prepare yourself? 

 

 

3. What classes would you be taking during college? 

 

 

4. How long of a program (i.e. 1 year, 2 year, 4 year, other) 

 

5. What types of jobs will you be qualified for after graduation? 

 

 

6. Why are you interested in this area? 

 

 

7. Do you know anyone who works in this career area? 



Eating what we produce in Wisconsin! 

There are several recipes in this issue 

• Page 16- Lavender Scones 

• Page 29- Hot Buffalo Pizza Sticks 

• Page 36- Portabella Parmesan 

Divide the class into three groups if you want to make all three recipes. Each 

group is assigned a recipe that they will research and make for the class.  

List the 
ingredients and 
the types of farms 
they are 
produced on. 

 

Could some of 
the ingredients be 
substituted for 
another 
commodity? 

 

Do you know 
anyone who 
grows any of the 
ingredients? 

 

Make the recipe. 
List any 
comments about 
the process or 
ingredients used. 

 

How did you 
enjoy the food 
you ate? 

 
 
 
 
 

Other 
observations 
 
 
 

 

 



Answer Key - Just the facts! 
 

1. How many county Farm Bureaus are there? 61 

2. Who is the current Wisconsin Secretary of Agriculture? Brad Pfaff  

3. A cash receipt is defined as: the total amount of crops or livestock sold in a 

calendar year. (source: U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Economic Research 

Service 

4. There are 51,000 colonies of bees statewide amounted to a product value of 

$6.3 million.  

5. There are 1.2 million cows in Wisconsin. 

6. Wisconsin produces 45 % of the nation’s specialty cheese and 26 % of the 

nation’s total cheese. 

7. Wisconsin has 38,509 female farmer/producers making up 35 % of all 

producers within the state.  

8. Farm Wisconsin Discovery Center is located in Manitowoc, WI. 

9. About 65 % of Wisconsin’s annual soybean harvest is exported internationally. 

10. A specialty crop is defined as: fruits and vegetables, tree nuts, dried 

fruits, horticulture and nursery crops, inkling floriculture. 

11. There are over 300 known types of edible mushrooms! 

12. The Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer 

Protection receives how many inquiries and written complaints from Wisconsin 

consumers?  100,000 

13. What products does the Joe and Liz Henry farm operation produce? 

a. J.Henry & Sons produces bourban  

b. Henry Farms produces/raises heirloom red corn, wheat, rye 

Standards Achieved 

CCSS.ELA—LITERACY.RI.6.1 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.3 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.7 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.R.1 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.1 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.L.1   


